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Education
2023-2027 Ph.D., Computer Science, Virginia Tech
(expected) Advisor: Dr. Eugenia H. Rho
20202022 M.Sc., Computer Science, Sabancit University
Adpvisor: Dr. Reyyan Yeniterzi
2015-2020 B.Sc., Computer Science, Sabanci University
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Publications

Peer-Reviewed Conference and Journal Papers

[C.10]

[C.5]

Why LLMs Give In: Conversational Factors and Reasoning Behind Medical Sycophancy.
Kaike Ping, Buse Carik, Caleb Wohn, Xiaohan Ding, Tongshuai Wang, Eugenia H. Rho.
Findings of the Association for Computational Linguistics: EMNLP 2026 (Findings of EMNLP ’26)

“Are We Writing an Advice Column for Spock Here?” Understanding Stereotypes in Al Advice for
Autistic Users.

Caleb Wohn, Buse Carik, Xiaohan Ding, Sang Won Lee, Young-Ho Kim, Eugenia H. Rho.
Proceedings of the CHI Conference on Human Factors in Computing Systems (CHI ’26)

Reimagining Support: Exploring Autistic Individuals’ Visions for Al in Coping with Negative Self-
Talk.

Buse Carik, Victoria Izaac, Xiaohan Ding, Angela Scarpa, Eugenia H. Rho.

Proceedings of the CHI Conference on Human Factors in Computing Systems (CHI ’25)

Exploring Large Language Models Through a Neurodivergent Lens: Use, Challenges, Community-
Driven Workarounds, and Concerns.

Buse Carik, Kaike Ping, Xiaohan Ding, Eugenia H. Rho.

Proceedings of the ACM on Human-Computer Interaction, 9(1), GROUP (GROUP ’25)

A Multi-Level Benchmark for Causal Language Understanding in Social Media Discourse.
Xiaohan Ding, Kaike Ping, Buse Carik, Eugenia H. Rho.
Proceedings of the Conference on Empirical Methods in Natural Language Processing (EMNLP ’25)

Designing Human—AI Collaboration to Support Learning in Counterspeech Writing.

Xiaohan Ding, Kaike Ping, Uma Sushmitha Gunturi, Buse Carik, Sophia Stil, Lance T. Wilhelm,
Taufiq Daryanto, James Hawdon, Sang Won Lee, Eugenia H. Rho.

IEEE Symposium on Visual Languages and Human-Centric Computing (VL/HCC ’25)

How Managers Perceive Al-Assisted Conversational Training for Workplace Communication.
Lance T. Wilhelm, Xiaohan Ding, Kirk Knutsen, Buse Carik, Eugenia H. Rho.
Proceedings of the ACM Conference on Conversational User Interfaces (CUI ’25)

Leveraging Prompt-Based Large Language Models: Predicting Pandemic Health Decisions and Out-
comes Through Social Media Language.

Xiaohan Ding, Buse Carik, Uma Sushmitha Gunturi, Valerie Reyna, Eugenia H. Rho.

Proceedings of the CHI Conference on Human Factors in Computing Systems (CHI *24)

A Twitter Corpus for Named Entity Recognition in Turkish.
Buse Carik, Reyyan Yeniterzi.
Proceedings of the Language Resources and Evaluation Conference (LREC ’22)
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[C.1] A Turkish Hate Speech Dataset and Detection System.
Fatih Beyhan, Buse Carik, Inang Arin, Aysecan Terzioglu, Berrin Yanikoglu, Reyyan Yeniterzi.
Proceedings of the Language Resources and Evaluation Conference (LREC '22)

Doctoral Consortium, Workshop, and Shared Task Papers

[W.3] Neurotypical Assumptions in Large Language Models Across Individual Support and Interpersonal
Communication.
Buse Carik.
Companion Publication of the 2026 ACM Conference on Computer-Supported Cooperative Work and
Social Computing (CSCW Companion '26), Doctoral Consortium

[W.2] SU-NLP at SemEval-2022 Task 11: Complex Named Entity Recognition with Entity Linking.
Buse Carik, Fatih Beyhan, Reyyan Yeniterzi.
Proceedings of the 16th International Workshop on Semantic Evaluation (SemEval 22)

[W.1] SU-NLP at CheckThat! 2021: Check-Worthiness of Turkish Tweets.
Buse Carik, Reyyan Yeniterzi.
CLEF 2021 Working Notes

Under Review

[S.2] “Would I Really Want Al to Give Me a Hug?”: How Autistic Adults Design Multimodal AI Support
for Negative Self-Talk.
Buse Carik, Katerina Stastny, Mahdis Tajdari, Masiath Mubassira, Caroline Branscome, Sol Lim,
Sunwook Kim, Myounghoon Jeon, Angela Scarpa, Eugenia H. Rho.
Under review at ACM CHI

[S.1] Measuring Counterspeech Effectiveness: Rhetorical Strategies and Identity Alignment Predict Persua-
sion.
Xiaohan Ding, Kaike Ping, Buse Carik, James Hawdon, Eugenia H. Rho.
Under review at ACM TOCHI

Honors, Awards, and Recognitions

Pratt Fellowship, Virginia Tech September 2026 to May 2027
Award: Additional stipend funding totaling $805.00
o Awarded for academic excellence and research contributions in graduate studies

ACM CSCW Doctoral Consortium October 2026
Recognition: Selected to present dissertation research at CSCW 2026

Virginia Tech Graduate Student Conference Award September 2025
Award: Additional stipend funding totaling $750.00
Virginia Tech CHCI Conference Travel Grant May 2024
Award: Additional stipend funding totaling $300.00
VTCAR Student Award, VT Autism Clinic & Center for Autism Research 2024

Award: Research funding totaling $500.00
o Awarded to fund research on designing neuro-affirming human—AlI interactions for coping with negative
self-talk in autistic adults

TUBITAK Research Scholarship March 2020 to 2022
Award: Monthly research stipend
o Awarded by the Scientific and Technological Research Council of Tiirkiye as a researcher

Sabanci University Graduate Scholarship September 2020 to 2022
Award: 100% tuition scholarship
Dean’s List, Sabanci University 2015 to 2020

Recognition: Academic excellence



Datasets and Software

* Chat-and-Annotate Platform 2026
Software: Web platform for real-time dyadic text conversations with message-level annotation
o Currently being used to collect a participant-annotated corpus of 150 dyadic conversations [W.3]

* Turkish Twitter NER Corpus 2022
Dataset: 5,000 Turkish tweets annotated for named entities, released with training scripts
o Released with [C.2] [GitHub]

» Turkish Hate Speech Dataset 2022
Dataset: Annotated Turkish tweets for hate speech detection, released with benchmark classifiers
o Released with [C.1] [GitHub]

Invited Talks

* Designing Neuro-Affirming Human-AlI Interactions for Coping with Negative Self-Talk = March 2025
Virginia Tech Center for Autism Research, Biennial Spring Autism Conference

* Designing Multimodal AI Tools to Support Autistic Adults with Negative Self-Talk February 2025
Virginia Tech Center for Human-Computer Interaction (CHCI) Seminar

* Supporting Mental Health in Neurodiverse Communities:
Multimodal Human-AlI Interaction November 2023
Symposium on the Human-Centered Future of Work, Virginia Tech

Teaching Experience

* Guest Lecturer, Virginia Tech

o Human-Computer Interaction Capstone Spring 2026
* Graduate Teaching Assistant (GTA), Virginia Tech

o Information Visualization Fall 2026

o Introduction to Programming in Python Spring 2025

o Introduction to Software Design Fall 2024

o Introduction to Problem Solving in Computer Science Fall 2023

o Object-Oriented Programming with Java Summer 2023

o Advanced Machine Learning Spring 2023
* Graduate Teaching Assistant, Sabanci University

o Computational Approaches to Problem Solving Fall 2021 to Spring 2022

o Natural Language Processing Spring 2022

* Head Teaching Assistant, Sabanci University
o Machine Learning Fall 2020 to Spring 2021

* Undergraduate Learning Assistant, Sabanci University
o Operating Systems Fall 2019

Academic Service

¢ Conference Reviewer 2024 to Present
o CHI 2024, 2026 | CSCW 2024, 2025 | DIS 2026 | GROUP 2025 | EMNLP 2025, 2026

¢ Journal Reviewer 2025 to Present
o Computers in Human Behavior Reports

* Event Coordinator, CHCI Council, Virginia Tech 2026 to 2027

* Organizing Committee, Women in Data Science (WiDS) Istanbul 2021

* Training, APA Ethical Emotionally Intelligent Al Pilot Training


https://github.com/SU-NLP/SUNLP-Twitter-NER-Dataset
https://github.com/verimsu/Turkish-hate-speech-dataset

